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The Role of Algerian-owned Press in Confronting French 

Policies of Marginalizing the Arabic Language: A Historical-

Analytical Approach 

Abstract:  
This analytical study seeks to trace the journalistic 

struggles led by Algerian elites in response to French 

colonial policies aimed at marginalizing the Arabic 

language and stripping it of its educational and social 

functions in favor of promoting French. The study 

employs a historical-analytical methodology, based on 

a comprehensive review of a temporally diverse 

sample of newspapers representing various orientations 

including reformist, Sufi, and nationalist presses. 

Despite differences in context and the varying degrees 

of freedom allowed under colonial censorship, these 

newspapers collectively defended the Arabic language, 

writing in it and advocating for it, in direct resistance 

to France’s long-standing “war by Arabic and war on 

Arabic” policies. 
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